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The Arts Academy at Pueblo County High 

Presents 
NO ONE HEARS UNLESS YOU SCREAM 

A play about Suicide Prevention 
 
 

As the epidemic of teen suicide rises public high schools struggle to find a way to talk 
about this horrific reality that is taking the lives of so many young people in America. 
The Denver Post reported in December of this year “ Colorado has one of the highest 
suicide rates in the nation, with more people dying by suicide in this state than in car 
crashes or homicides. Suicide is the second-leading cause of death for people ages 
10-34.” 
 
More teenagers and young adults die from suicide than from cancer, heart disease, 
AIDS, birth defects, stroke, pneumonia, influenza, and chronic lung disease, 
combined. Each day in our nation, there are an average of over 3,470 attempts by 
young people grades 9-12.The suicide rate for teens ages 10-18 nearly doubled from 
2006 to 2016 — from 5.4 per 100,000 people to 10.5. The rate increased by 42 
percent from 2014 to 2015, from 7.9 per 100,000 people to 11.2, before decreasing 
slightly to 10.5 in 2016. Overall, rates for all age groups have risen from 1999 to 2016. 
 
Pueblo no longer has a suicide hotline and as reported by NPR the “Due to many 
challenges and economic difficulties over the past several years, the Pueblo site 
found it necessary to cease operations at the end of 2015."  It bodes the question, 
where do people turn and what is being done to address this problem? 
 
The Arts Academy at Pueblo County High “TAAPCH” is taking on the challenge with 
the presentation of “No One Hears Unless Scream,” a contemporary play that 
addresses the many challenges that teens face resulting in tragedy.  The play, written 
by the award-winning Seven Stories Artistic Director/Resident Playwright Joey 
Madia , is the product of 15 months of interviews and theatre workshops with 
teenagers and research on the growing tragedy that is teen suicide. This one-act 
play uses the insights and stories of teenagers in a cutting edge format to explore 
and open a dialogue concerning the pressures, perspectives, and precursors to teen 
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suicide.  The teen “voice” is authentic in this play and the situations are real and 
relatable to young people.   
 
The play is designed to give voice to the problem of teen suicide in an honest and 
peer-to-peer theatrical presentation and reach the target audience of primarily teen 
audiences to provide a forum and means for schools and communities to better 
understand and prevent teen suicide.  Greg Keasling, Director of Student Services 
and Safety, stated, “District 70 is committed to finding solutions to address the 
tragedy of suicide and supports this project. The play is not about blame, but rather 
how do we identify a teen in need and where do we get them help.  The conversation 
has to begin and find a place in our schools for kids to get help without stigma in 
peer to peer communication.” 

The Arts Academy  production includes 16 young actors and 6 technicians.  It is 
presented in a very experimental style approach going in and out of the reality of 
what is facing the young teens and the emotional/psychological state they face. 
Issues that include peer pressure, drugs, bullying, parental pressure, divorce, 
relationships and homosexuality are all addressed in the play.   “Two members of my 
cast wrote the scene about the pressure of coming out as a gay student that wasn’t a 
part of the original script, but Joey (playwright) agreed it was a critical aspect to 
complete the spectrum of issues that affect teens today,” quoted Roxy Pignanelli, 
Director of the play and TAA Program Director. “These kids realize that their collective 
voice is the authentic component of this message and needs to resonate with the 
audience for believability. This play must be done and seen now more than ever and 
it is some of our most important work as educators and teaching artists.” 
 
The play will be produced for the student body at Pueblo County High on January 25, 
2018 and is scheduled for future productions at Pueblo West High and Rye High.  The 
TAA production is available for presentation running 40 minutes in length with a 
talk-back with students.  Mental Health professionals will be on site and available for 
any student that wants to seek confidential and immediate counseling. 
 
The play is available for touring to any school that is interested in this presentation. 
Contact Roxanne Pignanelli, Director, Arts Academy at Pueblo County High at 
719-778-1848 
 
http://gazette.com/another-suicide-of-discovery-canyon-campus-student-renews-pa
inful-questions.-was-there-a-young-life-connection/article/1597610 
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