
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CONTACT:  Roxy Pignanelli 
          TAAPCH 719.778.1848 

                      rpignanelli@district70.org 
 

 
THE ARTS ACADEMY AT PUEBLO COUNTY HIGH 

OPENS THE 2017-2018 MAINSTAGE SEASON WITH A CLASSIC THRILLER 
 

ANGEL STREET/Gaslight 
 

by Patrick Hamilton 
Classic THRILLER! 

 
Under the direction of TAAPCH theatre arts instructor Joey Andenucio the classic 
thriller Angel Street  will open the season on Friday November 10, 2017 at Pueblo 
County High. There will be two performances Friday November 10, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
and Sunday November 12, 2017 matinee at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Angel Street  is one of the longest running non-musicals on Broadway!! This is the 
play upon which the film “Gaslight” was based. The play (and its film adaptations) 
gave rise to the term “gaslighting” with the meaning "a form of psychological abuse 
in which false information is presented to the victim with the intent of making him/her 
doubt his/her own memory and perception". The play is set in fog-bound London in 
1880 at the lower middle class home of Jack Manningham and his wife Bella.  
 
It is late afternoon, a time which Hamilton notes as being the time "before the feeble 
dawn of gaslight and tea". At the opening of the drama Bella is clearly on edge, and 
the stern reproaches from her overbearing husband (who flirts with the servants) 
makes matters worse. What most perturbs Bella is Manningham's unexplained 
disappearances from the house: he will not tell her where he is going, and this 
increases her anxiety. As the drama unfolds, it becomes clear that Manningham is 
intent on convincing Bella that she is going insane, even to the point of assuring her 
she is "imagining" the gas light in the house is dimming.  
 
The appearance of a police detective called Rough soon leads Bella to realize that 
Manningham is responsible for her torment. Rough explains that the apartment 
above was once occupied by one Alice Barlow, a wealthy woman who was murdered 
for her jewels but that the murderer never uncovered them. In fact, Manningham goes 
to the flat each night, searching for the jewels and causing the light in the house 
below to go down. Rough convinces Bella to assist him in exposing Manningham as 



 

 

the murderer, which she does, but not before she takes revenge on Manningham by 
pretending to help him escape. At the last minute she reminds him that, having gone 
insane, she is not accountable for her actions. The play closes with Manningham 
being led away by the police.  
 
CAST 
 
The cast includes TAAPCH students: 
 
Cassidy Forrest:      Ms. Bella Manningham 
Michael Miklich:    Mr. Manningham 
Kieran Miller:          Detective Rough 
Isabella Hefty:        Nancy (the saucy maid) 
Mercedes Valdez:  Elizabeth (the kind maid)  
 
 TECHNICAL ASPECTS CREATED BY ACADEMY STUDENTS 
 
Under the direction of Mr. Stoney Musso, Director of the Pueblo County High School’s 
award winning School of Engineering and BioMedical Science, students have 
created prototypes and are producing the lighting elements for the production; that 
will reflect the “gaslight” aura for the spectacular set design. “These instruments 
were designed by the students and created out of a 3-D printer, etched glass and 
fully functioning electrics; a truly rewarding project for our SEBS students,” stated 
Musso .   
 
Under the direction of Mr. Gerard Flores, TAAPCH set construction students have 
constructed the largest set ever to grace a Pueblo high school production with over 
27 flats, several platforms, including a 10 foot staircase.  “I didn’t think we could build 
something so large in this theatre, said Principal Brian Dilka, we are so impressed 
with these kids and the new program.” 
 
Under the direction of Mr. Joey Andenucio , the TAAPCH technical theatre students 
have built the costumes, designed the sound and lights; many of whom will also run 
these aspects for the production.  
 
“We liken ourselves to a teaching hospital in that the students study the elements of 
production and artistic presentation in class and then are the actual company in all 
aspects of a production,” stated Ms. Roxy Pignanelli, TAAPCH administrator and play 
producer.  “We are so fortunate to have such an outstanding faculty at TAAPCH and 
SEBS to collaborate on shows that teach hands on and innovation.  Faculty doesn’t 
run the shows, the students are fully in charge.” 
 



 

 

Set construction instructor Gerard Flores (formerly of D60) will build the set designed 
by professional set designer Desarae Buza a graduate of the Theatre School at 
Indiana University, Bloomington.  Joey Andenucio , drama instructor, has directed the 
play and overseen the costume design that represents elements of the 
Victorian/Edwardian age.  Ledama Tajeu, instrumental instructor has developed 
transitional music with students from the orchestra class to enhance the mood of the 
play. 
 
Tickets are available for $5.00 for students and $10.00 for adults.  Call 719.948.3351 
for tickets.  
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